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“Melbourne’s Forgotten Railway – 
The Outer Circle” coming to Ballarat 

 
 
Melbourne, Victoria – Monday 30th March 2015.  A new documentary about a steam-era railway, running 
through Melbourne’s eastern suburbs, will be exhibited in Ballarat. 
 
The Outer Circle Line was built between 1888 and 1891, and ran a distance of about 20km between 
Oakleigh and Fairfield.  It was designed to get goods trains from Gippsland into Spencer Street Station and 
bypass a privately-owned railway. 
 
Many of the engines and rolling stock used on the railway were manufactured in Ballarat at the Phoenix 
Foundry Company.  The Phoenix Foundry built many locomotives for the Victorian Railways, and was one 
of around 40 foundries in Ballarat during Victoria’s heyday of manufacturing in the 1880s. 
 
But the short-lived Outer Circle Line failed in a dramatic way.  Bureaucratic bungling and political 
corruption meant an enormous amount of taxpayers’ money was wasted. 
 
The fragmented railway was closed and re-opened a number of times with mixed success.  Today’s 
Alamein line is the only surviving section of the Outer Circle, which once traversed Camberwell, Balwyn, 
Deepdene, East Kew and the Chandler Highway Bridge. 
 
Producer Ron Killeen said, “There are so many parallels between this story – why this railway failed – and 
what’s happening in Victoria today, with respect to public transport.” 
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“Ballarat has always played a pivotal role in the manufacturing of Victoria’s railway infrastructure, and still 
does,” said Killeen.  “’The Outer Circle’ is a fascinating story, and an important part of Victoria’s history – 
certainly one we can all learn from.” 
 
The documentary launched in December last year, and will be screened at the Museum of Australian 
Democracy at Eureka on Friday 24th April.  
 
More information and ticket sales can be found at the documentary’s website, 
www.outercircleline.com.au . 
 
 
 
Shack West is a privately-owned media production company based in East Kew, Melbourne.  Shack West is 
a member of Evolving Communications Partners, which specialises in online digital media, online brand 
and product marketing, social media and e-commerce. 
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